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AGENDA (Attachment 1)

VISITORS' LIST (Attachment 2)

CALL TO ORDER/ROLL CALL
09:05:18 Presiding Officer Brandon Ler called the meeting to order at 9:05 AM. The
committee secretary took roll.

OVERVIEW
09:06:05 Presiding Officer Brandon Ler

09:06:25 Matthew Weaver, Lead Staff, Legislative Services Division (LSD)

09:07:16 Recessed
10:31:18 Reconvened

ADMINISTRATIVE RULE REVIEW
10:31:35 Jameson Walker, Legal Staff, Legislative Services Division (LSD)

Committee Questions / Discussion
10:34:45 Sen. Mark Noland

10:35:12 Jameson Walker

Public Comment
10:36:02 Quinlan O’Connor, Chief Legal Officer, Department of Labor & Industry (DLI)

Committee Questions / Discussion
10:36:27 None

MEMBER TOPIC: ROBOTICS, Al, AND MONTANA WORKFORCE
10:36:46 Matthew Weaver, Lead Staff, Legislative Services Division (LSD)

EXHIBIT 1

EXHIBIT 2
10:37:09 Presiding Officer Brandon Ler
10:37:28 Adam Meier, Cicero Institute

Committee Questions / Discussion
10:49:07 Presiding Officer Brandon Ler

MEMBER TOPIC: ROBOTICS, Al, AND MONTANA WORKFORCE - Continued
10:49:40 Sarah Swanson, Commissioner, Department of Labor & Industry (DLI)

Public Comment
11:00:02 None


https://docs.legmt.gov/download-ticket?ticketId=04ce61ed-d49f-4e0b-8f9c-e93b379e5c84
https://docs.legmt.gov/download-ticket?ticketId=d9b5ac34-b4b3-4755-851a-6df0ceb311e8
https://docs.legmt.gov/download-ticket?ticketId=8f99af31-4d51-42bf-86f9-afbbba396bef
https://docs.legmt.gov/download-ticket?ticketId=271adf8c-a5d2-4726-9b43-bfea401baa49

Committee Questions / Discussion
11:00:24 Vice Presiding Officer Ellie Boldman

11:00:44 Sen. Mark Noland

11:02:28 Adam Meier, Cicero Institute
11:11:24 Rep. Brian Close

11:11:45 Adam Meier, Cicero Institute
11:14:49 Rep. Jamie Isaly

11:15:09 Adam Meier, Cicero Institute
11:17:51 Sen. Mark Noland

11:18:33 Adam Meier, Cicero Institute
11:19:59 Sarah Swanson, DLI

AGENCY OVERSIGHT: DIVISION OF BANKING AND FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS
11:23:10 Melanie Hall, Commissioner, Department of Administration (DOA)

EXHIBIT 3

Public Comment
11:43:23 None

Committee Questions / Discussion
11:43:37 Rep. Brian Close

11:44:53 Melanie Hall, DOA

11:45:05 Sen. Mark Noland

11:47:33 Melanie Hall, DOA

11:48:19 Presiding Officer Brandon Ler

11:48:23 Melanie Hall, DOA

11:49:37 Matthew Weaver, Lead Staff, Legislative Services Division (LSD)
11:50:00 Sen. Mark Noland

11:50:04 Presiding Officer Brandon Ler

11:50:14 Recessed
13:05:36 Reconvened

AGENCY OVERSIGHT: OFFICE OF STATE AUDITOR AND INSURANCE COMMISSIONER
Department Update
13:06:19 James Brown, State Auditor, Commissioner of Securities & Insurance (CSI)

EXHIBIT 4
EXHIBIT 5

Committee Questions / Discussion
13:19:22 Rep. Brian Close

13:19:33 James Brown, CSI


https://docs.legmt.gov/download-ticket?ticketId=b917fdfa-3a6d-4fe9-b7ec-3ad07c0f54a5
https://docs.legmt.gov/download-ticket?ticketId=1d4b4303-87a6-481f-9264-8d990a202cba
https://docs.legmt.gov/download-ticket?ticketId=1cd2c16b-8f09-455d-a7c9-ec305d5654ff

13:19:44 Rep. Jamie Isaly
13:20:07 James Brown, CSI

AGENCY OVERSIGHT: OFFICE OF STATE AUDITOR AND INSURANCE COMMISSIONER -
Continued

Prescription Drug Stakeholder Meetings

13:22:11 James Brown, CSI

13:22:46 Trevor Graff, Government Affairs Director, CSI

Committee Questions / Discussion
13:24:47 None

AGENCY OVERSIGHT: OFFICE OF STATE AUDITOR AND INSURANCE COMMISSIONER -
Continued

Update: House Joint Resolution 61 Data Call

13:25:12 Trevor Graff, CSI

Public Comment
13:28:15 E.J. Redding, Montana Family Pharmacists

Committee Questions / Discussion
13:29:01 Presiding Officer Brandon Ler

13:29:28 Trevor Graff, CSI

13:30:29 Rep. Jamie Isaly

13:30:48 Trevor Graff, CSl

13:31:25 Presiding Officer Brandon Ler
13:32:20 Rep. Nelly Nicol

13:33:15 Trevor Graff, CSl

13:34:17 Presiding Officer Brandon Ler

COMMITTEE DRAFT LEGISLATION REVIEW: GAMBLING OVERSIGHT PROVISIONAL
DRAFT
13:35:05 Matthew Weaver, Lead Staff, Legislative Services Division (LSD)

EXHIBIT 6
13:35:18 Jameson Walker, Legal Staff, LSD

Public Comment
13:40:53 None

Committee Questions / Discussion
13:41:17 Vice Presiding Officer Ellie Boldman


https://docs.legmt.gov/download-ticket?ticketId=8f7f11e1-24cd-4eb2-8831-50d2d868a25e

Motion
13:42:14

Vote
13:42:35

13:43:19
14:04:35

Presiding Officer Brandon Ler moved to approve Provisional Draft 0048 as a
committee bill.

Carried unanimously by voice vote.
Rep. Ed Buttrey voted ‘aye’ by proxy.

Recessed
Reconvened

COMMITTEE DRAFT LEGISLATION REVIEW: KRATOM PROVISIONAL DRAFT 1.1

14:05:36
14:05:48

Presiding Officer Brandon Ler

Matthew Weaver, Lead Staff, Legislative Services Division (LSD)
EXHIBIT 7

EXHIBIT 8

EXHIBIT 9

Public Comment

14:14:30

14:20:19
14:20:27
14:24:32
14:31:57

14:36:12
14:39:19
14:43:17
14:47:26
14:51:43
14:57:19
15:02:30
15:06:14

Jay Yeager

EXHIBIT 10

Presiding Officer Brandon Ler

John Forte, City County Health Officer, Yellowstone County & Riverstone Health
Mac Haddow, American Kratom Association

Amanda Cahill, Confluence Health Alliance

EXHIBIT 11

Dr. Madeline Turner, Helena

E.J. Redding, Montana Kava and Kratom Association
Kelli McCann

Ari Greenberg, Billings

Dan Gibbs

Susan Cave

Wendy Chamberlain, Kratom Danger Awareness
Susan Eppard

Committee Questions / Discussion

15:09:30

15:10:21
15:25:25

Presiding Officer Brandon Ler

Recessed
Reconvened


https://docs.legmt.gov/download-ticket?ticketId=a45d28ca-28d0-431e-84ac-de671bbc3451
https://docs.legmt.gov/download-ticket?ticketId=9bb147c2-6925-4e1d-b853-edab42f6d2e7
https://docs.legmt.gov/download-ticket?ticketId=45299399-f141-4e0a-b9ca-985bb2d6f401
https://docs.legmt.gov/download-ticket?ticketId=4a21ac21-99f2-4e88-9609-7c46cab3d711
https://docs.legmt.gov/download-ticket?ticketId=1a37dacf-9ce3-44c3-9c8c-f304d89024d6

COMMITTEE DRAFT LEGISLATION REVIEW: KRATOM PROVISIONAL DRAFT 1.1 -
Continued
15:25:26 Presiding Officer Brandon Ler

Motion
15:26:01 Sen. Mark Noland moved for committee staff to draft a total ban bill regarding
kratom.

Discussion on the Motion
15:27:27 Presiding Officer Brandon Ler

15:27:43 Rep. Brian Close
15:28:45 Vice Presiding Officer Ellie Boldman
15:29:53 Presiding Officer Brandon Ler

Vote
15:30:21 Carried 9 — 2 by roll call vote with Presiding Officer Rep. Brandon Ler voting ‘no’
and Sen. Kenneth Bogner voting ‘no’ by proxy.

Motion
15:31:19 Presiding Officer Brandon Ler moved for committee staff to draft a bill resembling
House Bill 407 from the 2025 session.

Discussion on the Motion
15:32:42 Rep. Jamie Isaly

15:32:48 Presiding Officer Brandon Ler
15:33:24 Sen. Josh Kassmier

15:34:04 Vice Presiding Officer Ellie Boldman
15:34:15 Presiding Officer Brandon Ler
15:36:05 Rep. Nelly Nicol

15:37:13 Presiding Officer Brandon Ler

Vote
15:37:51 Carried 8 — 3 by roll call vote with Vice Presiding Officer Ellie Boldman, Rep.
Jamie Isaly, and Rep. Peter Strand voting ‘no’.

Discussion on the Vote
15:38:44 Presiding Officer Brandon Ler

PUBLIC COMMENT* ON ANY TOPIC UNDER THE COMMITTEE’S JURISDICTION BUT NOT
ON THIS AGENDA
15:39:25 None

WORK SESSION: COMMITTEE DISCUSSION AND MEETING WRAP UP
Overview
15:39:53 Matthew Weaver, Lead Staff, Legislative Services Division (LSD)



WORK SESSION: COMMITTEE DISCUSSION AND MEETING WRAP UP - Continued
Expectations for Agency Legislation

15:40:26

Presiding Officer Brandon Ler

WORK SESSION: COMMITTEE DISCUSSION AND MEETING WRAP UP - Continued
Next Meeting Date

15:42:01
15:42:18
15:43:25

15:44:35
15:45:36
15:45:46
15:46:22

Presiding Officer Brandon Ler

Rep. Brian Close

Matthew Weaver

EXHIBIT 12

Vice Presiding Officer Ellie Boldman
Rep. Peter Strand

Sen. Mark Noland

Sen. Josh Kassmier

WORK SESSION: COMMITTEE DISCUSSION AND MEETING WRAP UP - Continued
Montana Legal Services Association (MLSA) Memorandum

15:47:15

15:48:13
15:48:27
15:48:35
15:50:38

Motion
15:52:41

Rep. Brian Close

EXHIBIT 13

Vice Presiding Officer Ellie Boldman
Presiding Officer Brandon Ler
Matthew Weaver, LSD

Sen. Mark Noland

Rep. Brian Close moved for committee staff to draft a bill to remove exemptions
regarding property managers.

Discussion on the Motion

15:52:32
15:52:35
15:52:49
15:53:38
15:54:26
15:56:45
15:57:23

Presiding Officer Brandon Ler

Rep. Brian Close

Matthew Weaver, LSD

Vice Presiding Officer Ellie Boldman
Sen. Josh Kassmier

Rep. Jamie Isaly

Rep. Brian Close withdrew his motion.

WORK SESSION: COMMITTEE DISCUSSION AND MEETING WRAP UP - Continued
Future Meeting

15:57:54
15:58:51
15:59:00
15:59:14

Matthew Weaver, LSD

Sen. Mark Noland

Presiding Officer Brandon Ler
Rep. Jamie Isaly


https://docs.legmt.gov/download-ticket?ticketId=4a27669b-9b54-4809-94e2-7120865ca545
https://docs.legmt.gov/download-ticket?ticketId=1b2ccdb9-cc46-4e65-90c6-5614998b030a

15:59:45 Vice Presiding Officer Ellie Boldman

ADJOURNMENT
Adjournment: 16:00:29



