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AGENDA (Attachment 1)

VISITORS' LIST (Attachment 2)

CALL TO ORDER/ROLL CALL
08:59:32 Presiding Officer Wylie Galt called the meeting to order at 8:59 AM. The
committee secretary took roll.

MEETING OVERVIEW
09:00:07 Toni Henneman, Lead Staff, Legislative Services Division (LSD)

MEMBER TOPIC: EXEMPT GROUNDWATER WELLS
Litigation Update
09:04:09 Alexis Sandru, Legal Staff, Legislative Services Division (LSD)

Presentation Of Stakeholder Policy Options
09:05:32 Clayton Elliott, Montana Trout Unlimited (MTU)

EXHIBIT 1
09:06:09 Raylee Honeycutt, Montana Stock Growers Association (MSGA)
(See Exhibit 1)

09:41:02 Anna Pakenham Stevenson, Administrator, Water Resources Division,
Department of Natural Resource and Conservation (DNRC)

EXHIBIT 2

Public Comment
09:52:35 Jennifer Miller, Redfox Meadows

EXHIBIT 3 (See pages 3-4)
09:59:02 Tom Sinko, Riverbend Estates, Great Falls
10:05:03 Mark Larsen, Montana Senior Water Rights Alliance (SrTWRC)
10:06:19 Daniella Bowen, Grand Vista Estates, Helena

Committee Questions / Discussion
10:09:42 Rep. Russ Miner

10:09:45 Daniella Bowen, Grand Vista Estates, Helena

Public Comment
10:09:59 Danielle Bradley, Montana Water Well Drillers Association (MWWDA)

10:10:52 Adrianne Cotton, Montana Building Industry Association (MBIA)
10:11:45 Daniel Cox, Montana Association of Realtors (MAR)

10:12:36 Steve Wirtz, Lake Vista

10:13:46 Bill Gowen, Montana Land Title Association (MLTA)

Committee Questions / Discussion
10:15:41 Rep. Russ Miner


https://docs.legmt.gov/download-ticket?ticketId=a205ec37-b587-4ea4-9836-210cfc2222a5
https://docs.legmt.gov/download-ticket?ticketId=e79455c1-f779-44ed-a319-745072f8dcda
https://archive.legmt.gov/content/Committees/Interim/2025-2026/WPIC/March_26_27_2026/ExemptWells_de_minimis_exception_framework2026.03.04.pdf
https://docs.legmt.gov/download-ticket?ticketId=6ddee9b3-fc55-44b4-a36e-4dc3bb259dce
https://docs.legmt.gov/download-ticket?ticketId=3213a309-4a99-4350-9b5c-f95418875b24

10:15:52 Bill Gowen, MLTA

Public Comment
10:18:09 Hertha Lund, STWRC

10:32:29 Mark Larowe, Montana Water Resource Association (MWRA)
10:33:29 Mark Taylor, Hospitality and Development Montana

10:37:25 Karli Johnson, Montana Farm Bureau Federation (MFBF)
10:41:28 Sen. Mary Ann Dunwell, Senate District 42

10:45:03 James Anderson

10:48:21 Kirk Donsbach

10:49:32 Mary Harlow, Helena

10:54:10 Julie Merritt

10:57:09 Chris Murphy

Committee Questions / Discussion
10:59:55 Presiding Officer Wylie Galt

11:00:10 Clayton Elliott, MTU

11:01:37 Vice Presiding Officer Jill Cohenour
11:01:48 Danielle Bradley, MWWDA
11:03:50 Adrianne Cotton, MBIA

11:05:32 Daniel Cox, MAR

11:06:43 Sen. Willis Curdy

11:06:54 Anna Pakenham Stevenson, DNRC
11:09:32 Presiding Officer Wylie Galt
11:13:55 Clayton Elliott, MTU

11:14:54 Raylee Honeycutt, MSGA

11:16:48 Anna Pakenham Stevenson, DNRC
11:18:24 Sen. Willis Curdy

11:19:22 Clayton Elliott, MTU

11:21:13 Presiding Officer Wylie Galt
11:21:35 Clayton Elliott, MTU

11:22:14 Raylee Honeycutt, MSGA

11:23:34 Daniel Cox, MAR

COMMITTEE WORK SESSION
11:24:01 Presiding Officer Wylie Galt

11:24:38 Vice Presiding Officer Jill Cohenour

Motion
11:24:43 Rep. Cohenour moved to begin draft legislation based on conversation and input
from the stakeholders.



Vote
11:25:03 Carried unanimously by voice vote.

COMMITTEE WORK SESSION - Continued
11:25:19 Clayton Elliott, MTU

11:25:54 Toni Henneman, Lead Staff, Legislative Services Division (LSD)

Motion

11:26:32 Rep. Russ Miner moved for the proposed bill draft legislation concerning
grandfathering water rights and monitoring and enforcement to both be separate
bills.

Vote

11:26:46 Carried unanimously by voice vote.

Discussion on the Vote
11:26:58 Toni Henneman, LSD

11:27:21 Presiding Officer Wylie Galt

COMMITTEE WORK SESSION - Continued
11:27:30 Vice Presiding Officer Jill Cohenour

Motion
11:28:00 Vice Presiding Officer Jill Cohenour moved to begin draft legislation regarding
permitting and mitigation based on conversation and input from the stakeholders.

Discussion on the Motion
11:28:09 Presiding Officer Wylie Galt

11:28:18 Anna Pakenham Stevenson
Vote
11:28:32 Carried unanimously by voice vote.

Public Comment
11:29:00 Clayton Elliott, Montana Trout Unlimited (MTU)

11:29:52 Vice Presiding Officer Jill Cohenour
11:30:22 Karli Johnson, MFBF
11:30:49 Hertha Lund, STWRC

REQUIRED REPORT: APPROPRIATION RIGHTS CHANGED TO STREAMFLOW, FISH
WILDLIFE AND PARKS (FWP)
11:33:22 Bill Schenk, Land and Water Program Unit Manager, FWP

EXHIBIT 4


https://docs.legmt.gov/download-ticket?ticketId=493b8517-2d5a-4ba9-a6a1-a8eb4f8acd16

Public Comment
12:00:57 Clayton Elliott, Montana Trout Unlimited (MTU)

12:03:50 Jocelyn Cahill, Senior Ag Water Rights Alliance

Committee Questions / Discussion
12:05:02 Rep. Jamie Isaly

12:05:18 Bill Schenk, FWP

RULE REVIEW
12:07:15 Alexis Sandru, Legal Staff, Legislative Services Division (LSD)
EXHIBIT 5

Public Comment
12:07:46 None

Committee Questions / Discussion
12:07:53 None

12:08:08 Recessed
13:14:58 Reconvened

2026 DROUGHT OUTLOOK

13:15:17 Michael Downey, Drought Program Coordinator, Department of Natural
Resources and Conservation (DNRC)
EXHIBIT 6

Public Comment
13:39:54 None

Committee Questions / Discussion
13:40:09 Vice Presiding Officer Jill Cohenour

13:40:39 Michael Downey, DNRC
13:41:50 Sen. Bruce "Butch" Gillespie
13:42:15 Michael Downey, DNRC
13:43:08 Rep. Tracy Sharp

13:43:27 Michael Downey, DNRC
13:45:07 Presiding Officer Wylie Galt
13:45:31 Michael Downey, DNRC
13:46:33 Rep. Jamie Isaly

13:46:49 Michael Downey, DNRC
13:47:40 Sen. Willis Curdy

13:48:35 Michael Downey, DNRC


https://archive.legmt.gov/content/Committees/Interim/2025-2026/WPIC/March_26_27_2026/March2026ARMreport.pdf
https://docs.legmt.gov/download-ticket?ticketId=6f7a91b5-258f-4f3b-b786-4069bed3ed0d

REVIEW WATER DATA, MEASURING SYSTEMS, AND RECENT RESEARCH
13:50:09 Kelsey Jencso, State Climatologist, Montana Climate Office

EXHIBIT 7
EXHIBIT 8

14:17:07 Florence Miller, Hydrologist, Natural Resources Conservation Service (USDA)
EXHIBIT 9

14:41:00 Stephanie Ewing, Director, Water Center, Montana State University (MSU)
EXHIBIT 10

Public Comment
15:05:52 None

Committee Questions / Discussion
15:06:10 Sen. Bob Phalen

15:06:48 Kelsey Jencso, Montana Climate Office
15:07:36 Sen. Bruce "Butch" Gillespie

15:08:30 Stephanie Ewing, MSU

15:10:02 Vice Presiding Officer Jill Cohenour
15:10:36 Stephanie Ewing, MSU

15:12:09 Kelsey Jencso, Montana Climate Office
15:13:41 Rep. Tracy Sharp

15:14:14 Kelsey Jencso, Montana Climate Office
15:17:31 Stephanie Ewing, MSU

15:20:01 Sen. Bob Phalen

15:20:15 Kelsey Jencso, Montana Climate Office

15:21:11 Recessed
15:26:42 Reconvened

HJ 74 STUDY: WATER REUSE AND STORAGE
Allowable Uses Of Reclaimed Wastewater Review
15:26:51 Toni Henneman, Lead Staff, Legislative Services Division (LSD)

EXHIBIT 11

Implementing a Water Reuse System in Montana — Panelist Introductions
15:35:41 Rich Chandler, Vice President, Lone Mountain Land Company

15:37:17 Scott Buecker, Wastewater Engineer, AE2S Engineering
15:38:55 Johnny O’Connor, Executive Director, Big Sky Water & Sewer District
15:40:15 Patrick Byorth, Montana Water Director, Trout Unlimited (TU)


https://docs.legmt.gov/download-ticket?ticketId=a3536298-c365-4e67-9211-b43785fedd46
https://docs.legmt.gov/download-ticket?ticketId=5515e01a-10f2-4430-9421-ef0252b65b4a
https://docs.legmt.gov/download-ticket?ticketId=163181ae-6b2b-48df-b6c3-e0107e1044c3
https://docs.legmt.gov/download-ticket?ticketId=eb1df4c3-ee15-4820-88d0-bcd6a33a0c81
https://docs.legmt.gov/download-ticket?ticketId=0ab79c1b-ce1c-4d62-ad63-408c00d7761b

Implementing a Water Reuse System in Montana — Panelist Discussion

15:42:02

15:47:11
15:47:24
15:50:56
15:53:33
15:56:10
16:02:13
16:05:09

Rich Chandler, Lone Mountain Land Company
EXHIBIT 12

Toni Henneman, LSD

Rich Chandler, Lone Mountain Land Company
Jonny O'Conner, Big Sky Water & Sewer District
Scott Buecker, AE2S Engineering

Patrick Byorth, TU

Johnny O’Connor, Big Sky Water & Sewer District
Rich Chandler, Lone Mountain Land Company
EXHIBIT 13

Public Comment

16:07:17

None

Committee Questions / Discussion

16:07:34
16:08:17
16:14:09
16:14:28
16:17:02
16:19:21
16:19:44
16:22:29
16:24:08
16:24:24
16:27:35
16:28:03
16:30:46
16:30:58
16:31:39
16:32:28
16:32:54
16:34:02
16:35:02
16:36:53
16:38:46
16:39:16
16:40:12
16:42:13
16:42:42

Sen. Bruce "Butch" Gillespie

Scott Buecker, AE2S Engineering

Sen. Willis Curdy

Rich Chandler, Lone Mountain Land Company
Johnny O'Connor, Big Sky Water & Sewer District
Rep. Tracy Sharp

Scott Buecker, AE2S Engineering

Rich Chandler, Lone Mountain Land Company
Sen. Bob Phalen

Johnny O'Connor, Big Sky Water & Sewer District
Rep. Russ Miner

Scott Buecker, AE2S Engineering

Rep. Tom Millett

Scott Buecker, AE2S Engineering

Johnny O'Connor, Big Sky Water & Sewer District
Presiding Officer Wylie Galt

Patrick Byorth, TU

Scott Buecker, AE2S Engineering

Rich Chandler, Lone Mountain Land Company
Sen. Willis Curdy

Presiding Officer Wylie Galt

Johnny O'Connor, Big Sky Water & Sewer District
Rich Chandler, Lone Mountain Land Company
Patrick Byorth, TU

Sen. Bob Phalen


https://archive.legmt.gov/content/Committees/Interim/2025-2026/WPIC/March_26_27_2026/HJ74-Sustainable-Watershed-Plan-2018_FINAL-with-appendices.pdf
https://docs.legmt.gov/download-ticket?ticketId=29149a74-8955-41b2-91ac-218511500f52

16:43:23 Johnny O'Connor, Big Sky Water & Sewer District
16:44:23 Rich Chandler, Lone Mountain Land Company

16:46:00 Recessed
16:54:49 Reconvened

COMMITTEE WORK SESSION
Future Agenda Items
16:54:55 Toni Henneman, Lead Staff, Legislative Services Division (LSD)

16:55:51 Rep. Russ Miner

16:57:00 Vice Presiding Officer Jill Cohenour
16:58:39 Presiding Officer Wylie Galt
16:59:12 Sen. Willis Curdy

Field Trip Ideas
16:59:52 Presiding Officer Wylie Galt

17:00:12 Toni Henneman, LSD

Any Other Topics
17:00:49 Presiding Officer Wylie Galt

17:00:57 Sen. Bruce "Butch" Gillespie
17:01:44 Rep. Tom Millett

17:02:49 Presiding Officer Wylie Galt
17:03:03 Rep. Russ Miner

17:03:30 Vice Presiding Officer Jill Cohenour
17:04:17 Sen. Bruce "Butch" Gillespie

PUBLIC COMMENT ON ANY ITEM IN WPIC’S SUBJECT MATTER JURISDICTION
17:05:04 None

IN RECESS UNTIL MARCH 27, 2026
Adjournment: 17:05:20



