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Jacelyn Sterling, Secretary
AGENDA
VISITOR’S LIST

CALL TO ORDER/ROLL CALL
08:01:28 Presiding Officer Paul Fielder called the meeting to order at 8:01 AM. The
committee secretary took roll.

MAY MEETING PREVIEW
08:02:50 Jason Mohr, Legislative Environmental Analyst, Legislative Services Division

ADMINISTRATIVE RULE REVIEW
08:04:36 Joseph Carroll, Legal Staff, Legislative Services Division

EXHIBIT 1

Public Comment
08:05:26 None

Committee Discussion / Questions
08:05:35 None

HOUSE BILL 70 - STUDY OF STATE FIRE SUPPRESSION

Draft Findings

08:06:05 Jason Mohr, Legislative Environmental Analyst, Legislative Services Division
(LSD)

EXHIBIT 2

08:08:06 Christian Bray joined the meeting.

Committee Discussion / Questions
08:09:31 Rep. Steve Gist

08:12:04 Jason Mohr, LSD

08:12:37 Rep. Tom France

08:13:42 Rep. Steve Gist

08:14:15 Presiding Officer Paul Fielder
08:14:32 Rep. Steve Gist

08:14:54 Jason Mohr, LSD

08:15:50 Vice Chair Willis Curdy

08:17:05 Rep. Steve Gist

08:17:17 Vice Presiding Officer Willis Curdy
08:18:01 Rep. Jedediah Hinkle


https://docs.legmt.gov/download-ticket?ticketId=1d2fb585-9f06-45b1-b727-2fca5a9d1200
https://docs.legmt.gov/download-ticket?ticketId=ab92a5b7-e601-4ba5-8764-8a77fe01ea5a
https://docs.legmt.gov/download-ticket?ticketId=7962f6d2-88fb-4175-bbd0-611fd52d2354
https://docs.legmt.gov/download-ticket?ticketId=3d31f34b-32b6-4cda-8815-e269d6e910e3

08:18:14 Vice Presiding Officer Willis Curdy
08:18:50 Jason Mohr, LSD

HOUSE BILL 70 - STUDY OF STATE FIRE SUPPRESSION

Fire tool “consumer version” (Modernization and Risk Analysis Committee) (Legislative
Fiscal Division - LFD)

08:19:01 Jason Mohr, LSD

08:20:13 Alice Hecht, LFD
EXHIBIT 3
08:22:58 Presiding Officer Paul Fielder
08:38:08 Sen. Pat Flowers
08:40:27 Alice Hecht, LFD
08:43:06 Vice Presiding Officer Willis Curdy
08:43:53 Alice Hecht, LFD
08:45:18 Sen. John Esp
08:46:12 Presiding Officer Paul Fielder
08:47:08 Sen. Wylie Galt joined the meeting via zoom.
08:47:51 Alice Hecht, LFD
08:48:36 Vice Presiding Officer Willis Curdy
08:51:10 Alice Hecht, LFD
08:51:43 Rep. Steve Gist
08:52:01 Alice Hecht, LFD
08:52:28 Presiding Officer Paul Fielder
08:53:20 Rep. Steve Gist
08:54:30 Jim Keane
08:56:18 Mike Mershon
08:57:38 Alice Hecht, LFD
09:02:05 Rep. Steve Gist
09:02:13 Alice Hecht, LFD
09:04:35 Vice Presiding Officer Willis Curdy
09:06:15 Alice Hecht, LFD
09:14:36 Rep. Jedediah Hinkle
09:16:06 Sen. Pat Flowers
09:16:42 Alice Hecht, LFD
09:21:43 Presiding Officer Paul Fielder
09:25:29 Alice Hecht, LFD
09:26:24 Jason Mohr, LSD
09:26:55 Rep. Tom France
09:27:52 Presiding Officer Paul Fielder
09:27:59 Sen. John Esp


https://docs.legmt.gov/download-ticket?ticketId=93cecad2-64fb-4d4f-98d7-5bf6dfaa01aa

09:28:36 Rep. Steve Gist

09:30:34 Rep. Joshua Seckinger
09:34:36 Alice Hecht, LFD

09:39:38 Sen. Pat Flowers

09:41:46 Presiding Officer Paul Fielder
09:42:11 Alice Hecht, LFD

09:51:18 Presiding Officer Paul Fielder
09:51:46 Jason Mohr, LSD

09:52:44 Presiding Officer Paul Fielder

HOUSE BILL 70 - STUDY OF STATE FIRE SUPPRESSION
Work Group Updates

09:52:59 Rep. Tom France

09:53:15 Jason Mohr, LSD

09:53:40 Vice Presiding Officer Willis Curdy
09:54:01 Rep. Steve Gist

09:54:59 Sen. Pat Flowers

09:58:01 Presiding Officer Paul Fielder
10:00:26 Sen. Pat Flowers

10:00:51 Rep. Steve Gist

10:01:41 Sen. Pat Flowers

10:01:53 Presiding Officer Paul Fielder
10:02:12 Rep. Steve Gist

Public Comment
10:03:21 None

Committee Discussion / Questions
10:03:59 Vice Presiding Officer Willis Curdy

10:05:03 Presiding Officer Paul Fielder
10:05:24 Jason Mohr, LSD

HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION 62 - STUDY OF WILDFIRE PREVENTION / RESILIENCE

10:09:08 Jason Mohr, Legislative Environmental Analyst, Legislative Services Division
(LSD)
EXHIBIT 4

10:11:24 Nate Linder, Director, Wildfire Operations, NorthWestern Energy (NWE)
EXHIBIT 5

Public Comment
10:49:46 Maddy Tyson, Montana Dakota Utilities Resources Group Inc.


https://docs.legmt.gov/download-ticket?ticketId=62947459-fc6d-4196-95cc-28f4cfe7460a
https://docs.legmt.gov/download-ticket?ticketId=5a58835f-d60f-482e-8afb-17a8a12e490d

Committee Discussion / Questions
10:50:32 Brian Yablonski

10:50:55 Nate Linder, NWE

10:52:39 Jon Metropoulos

10:52:56 Nate Linder, NWE

10:55:15 Vice Presiding Officer Willis Curdy
10:56:05 Nate Linder, NWE

10:58:59 Jim Keane

10:59:21 Nate Linder, NWE

11:01:37 Jim Keane

11:02:03 Joe Kolman, Government Affairs Director, Montana Cooperatives Association
11:02:59 Jason Mohr, LSD

11:05:23 Presiding Officer Paul Fielder

11:06:07 Recessed
13:00:27 Reconvened

SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION 42 - STUDY OF NOXIOUS WEED CONTROL

Draft Findings

13:00:46 Jason Mohr, Legislative Environmental Analyst, Legislative Services Division
(LSD)

EXHIBIT 6

Committee Discussion / Questions
13:03:31 Sen. John Esp

13:03:37 Jason Mohr, LSD

13:03:54 Sen. John Esp

13:04:06 Presiding Officer Paul Fielder
13:04:17 Sen. John Esp

SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION 42 - STUDY OF NOXIOUS WEED CONTROL
Legislative History of County Weed Act
13:04:41 Jason Mohr, LSD

EXHIBIT 7

SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION 42 - STUDY OF NOXIOUS WEED CONTROL

Treatment Of Noxious Weeds by Department of Natural Resources and Conservation
(DNRC)

13:15:48 Parker Osterloh, Land Management Section Supervisor, DNRC
EXHIBIT 8


https://docs.legmt.gov/download-ticket?ticketId=8c59a403-2c45-44a7-971d-4326cd5c2afd
https://docs.legmt.gov/download-ticket?ticketId=44873c22-a644-4f46-b9ee-83a940181936
https://docs.legmt.gov/download-ticket?ticketId=c25ccfde-006f-4794-8dc1-a24088ab5175

Committee Discussion / Questions

13:20:17 Sen. Pat Flowers

13:20:44 Parker Osterloh, DNRC

13:24:41 Presiding Officer Paul Fielder
13:25:09 Parker Osterloh, DNRC

13:26:37 Vice Presiding Officer Willis Curdy
13:27:.07 Parker Osterloh, DNRC

13:29:14 Rep. Joshua Seckinger

Public Comment
13:31:00 Becky Kington, Executive Director, Montana Weed Control Association (MWCA)

EXHIBIT 9

Committee Discussion / Questions

13:37:32 Sen. Forrest Mandeville

13:38:27 Becky Kington, MWCA

13:38:48 Amber Burch, Weed Coordinator, Beaverhead Co.
13:40:05 Rep. Steve Gist

13:40:41 Amber Burch, Beaverhead Co.

13:42:35 Jasmine Chaffee, Noxious Weed Division, Montana Department of Agriculture
(MDA)

13:43:27 Rep. Steve Gist

13:43:54 Jasmine Chaffee, MDA
13:45:18 Rep. Tom France

13:46:19 Presiding Officer Paul Fielder
13:47:02 Sen. Forrest Mandeville
13:47:29 Jon Metropoulos

13:48:07 Becky Kington, MWCA
13:48:16 Amber Burch, Beaverhead Co.
13:49:01 Jon Metropoulos

13:49:22 Amber Burch, Beaverhead Co.
13:50:20 Presiding Officer Paul Fielder
13:50:58 Amber Burch, Beaverhead Co.
13:54:04 Vice Presiding Officer Willis Curdy
13:54:41 Sen. Forrest Mandeville
13:56:51 Rep. Shannon Maness
13:57:04 Amber Burch, Beaverhead Co.
13:58:15 Rep. Shannon Maness
14:00:09 Rep. Tom France


https://docs.legmt.gov/download-ticket?ticketId=0db82c31-95ca-4ba0-9c91-913f0da464ca

14:01:23 Presiding Officer Paul Fielder
14:02:23 Rep. Tom France

14:02:41 Rep. Joshua Seckinger

14:05:54 Becky Kington, MWCA

14:07:25 Vice Presiding Officer Willis Curdy
14:08:58 Amber Burch, Beaverhead Co.
14:10:58 Presiding Officer Paul Fielder
14:11:48 Sen. John Esp

14:13:23 Presiding Officer Paul Fielder
14:13:54 Becky Kington, MWCA

Public Comment
14:14:33 Amy Adler, Weed Coordinator, Rosebud Co.

Committee Discussion / Questions
14:19:23 Brian Yablonski

14:22:03 Presiding Officer Paul Fielder
14:23:22 Sen. Pat Flowers
14:23:51 Presiding Officer Paul Fielder
14:24:18 Jason Mohr, LSD
14:24:52 Presiding Officer Paul Fielder

Public Comment
14:25:22 David Burch

Committee Discussion / Questions
14:29:07 Jon Metropoulos

MONTANA INVASIVE SPECIES COUNCIL (MISC) ANNUAL REPORT (80-7-1201)
14:30:29 Liz Lodman, MISC

EXHIBIT 10

DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY (DEQ) SUBDIVISION REPORT (76-4-116)
14:46:07 Lyndsey Krywaruchka, Water Quality Division Administrator, DEQ

EXHIBIT 11

Committee Discussion / Questions
14:57:28 Presiding Officer Paul Fielder

14:58:24 Sen. Forrest Mandeville
15:00:11 Lyndsey Krywaruchka, DEQ
15:01:15 Sen. Forrest Mandeville


https://docs.legmt.gov/download-ticket?ticketId=706c773e-3762-4fc2-9484-1478cb0fd764
https://docs.legmt.gov/download-ticket?ticketId=75fa5379-1d05-4a94-af15-42023335dd46

PUBLIC COMMENT ON ANY ISSUE WITHIN THE JURISDICTION OF THE EQC
15:02:12 None

Committee Discussion / Questions
15:02:43 Vice Presiding Officer Willis Curdy

15:05:29 Rep. Joshua Seckinger
15:07:21 Presiding Officer Paul Fielder

RECESS UNTIL 5/13/2026
Recess: 15:08:09



