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Casey Pallister, Committee Staff
Jacelyn Sterling, Secretary

AGENDA (Attachment 1)

VISITORS’ LOG (Attachment 2)

CALL TO ORDER/ROLL CALL
13:00:32 Presiding Officer Paul Fielder called the meeting to order at 1:00 PM. The
committee secretary took roll.

MEETING OVERVIEW

13:02:16 Jason Mohr, Legislative Environmental Analyst, Legislative Service Division
(LSD)

13:05:05 Sen. Wylie Galt joined the meeting via zoom.

ADMINISTRATIVE RULE REVIEW
13:05:24 Joseph Carroll, Legal Staff, Legislative Services Division (LSD)

EXHIBIT 1

UPDATE FROM ENERGY AND TECHNOLOGY INTERIM COMMITTEE (ETIC)
13:08:28 Griffin Burns, Lead Staff, ETIC, Legislative Services Division (LSD)

13:13:19 Presiding Officer Paul Fielder
13:13:29 Griffin Burns, LSD

Public Comment
13:17:23 None

Committee Questions / Discussion
13:17:41 Sen. Pat Flowers

13:19:32 Griffin Burns, LSD

13:20:52 Sen. Forrest Mandeville
13:21:21 Griffin Burns, LSD

13:21:46 Presiding Officer Paul Fielder
13:22:59 Griffin Burns, LSD

Update from Water Policy Interim Committee (WPIC)
13:23:32 Toni Henneman, Lead Staff, WPIC & Deputy Research Director, Legislative
Services Division (LSD)

Public Comment
13:28:40 Clayton Elliott, Montana Trout Unlimited

Committee Questions / Discussion


https://docs.legmt.gov/download-ticket?ticketId=9585b986-7855-4723-a374-a32c4a6c8bf1
https://docs.legmt.gov/download-ticket?ticketId=c9185d7b-0073-46a6-899f-0a525736962e
https://archive.legmt.gov/content/Committees/Interim/2025-2026/EQC/March-2026/1.rule-review-LSO-March2026.pdf

13:29:33 None

13:30:16 Recessed
13:38:14 Reconvened

SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION 42 (STUDY OF NOXIOUS WEED CONTROL) — Panel
Discussion

13:38:57 Jason Mohr, Legislative Environmental Analyst, Legislative Services Division
(LSD)
EXHIBIT 2

13:42:34 Bryce Christaens, Director, Department of Ecology and Extension, Missoula Co.
EXHIBIT 3

13:47:25 Christian Bray joined the meeting.

Public Comment
13:54:25 Dave Brink

13:54:34 Bryce Christaens, Missoula Co.

Committee Questions / Discussion
13:54:52 Sen. John Esp

13:55:32 Bryce Christaens, Missoula Co.
13:55:49 Presiding Officer Paul Fielder
13:57:54 Bryce Christaens, Missoula Co.
13:58:03 Presiding Officer Paul Fielder
13:58:22 Mike Mershon

13:58:53 Bryce Christaens, Missoula Co.

SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION 42 (STUDY OF NOXIOUS WEED CONTROL) — Panel
Discussion — Continued
13:59:45 Dave Brink, Weed Coordinator, Mineral Co. MSU Extension Agent

14:07:23 Presiding Officer Paul Fielder
14:08:19 Bryce Christaens, Missoula Co.

Public Comment
14:09:10 Amy Adler, Weed Coordinator, Rosebud Co

14:10:51 Presiding Officer Paul Fielder

Committee Questions / Discussion
14:12:14 Presiding Officer Paul Fielder

14:14:24 Sen. Forrest Mandeville
14:14:31 Presiding Officer Paul Fielder
14:14:46 Vice Presiding Officer Willis Curdy
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https://archive.legmt.gov/content/Committees/Interim/2025-2026/EQC/March-2026/2.SJ42-summary-March2026.pdf
https://docs.legmt.gov/download-ticket?ticketId=12d72888-cc55-4e0e-bd45-d9d3733fef4e

14:15:44
14:20:34
14:20:49

Dave Brink, Mineral Co.
Presiding Officer Paul Fielder
Rep. Jedediah Hinkle

SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION 42 (STUDY OF NOXIOUS WEED CONTROL) — Panel
Discussion — Continued

14:21:14
14:22:04
14:23:22

Jason Mohr, LSD
John Hart, Deputy County Attorney, Missoula Co.
Jon Metropoulos joined the meeting.

Public Comment

14:35:02
14:37:21

Amber Burch, Weed Coordinator, Beaverhead Co.
Bryce Christaens, Missoula Co.

Committee Questions / Discussion

14:38:33
14:38:58
14:39:36
14:40:44
14:41:05
14:43:02
14:43:51
14:46:31
14:47:17
14:49:05
14:50:48
14:51:59
14:52:51
14:54:59

Rep. Shannon Maness

Bryce Christaens, Missoula Co.
Sen. John Esp

Rep. Shannon Maness

Amber Burch, Beaverhead Co.
Rep. Shannon Maness

Jim Keane

Sen. Forrest Mandeville

John Hart, Missoula Co.

Jon Metropoulos

John Hart, Missoula Co.

Sen. John Esp

Presiding Officer Paul Fielder
Bryce Christaens, Missoula Co.
EXHIBIT 4

Public Comment

15:06:31
15:12:24

Karen Laitala, Powell Co.
Liz Lodman, Administrator, Montana Invasive Species Council (MISC)

Committee Questions / Discussion

15:15:32
15:17:24
15:17:36
15:19:37
15:20:48

Vice Presiding Officer Willis Curdy

Liz Lodman, MISC

Mark Bostrom, Department of Natural Resources and Conservation (DNRC)
Vice Presiding Officer Willis Curdy

Mark Bostrom, DNRC


https://docs.legmt.gov/download-ticket?ticketId=cd829af1-7306-4606-bc36-c9ee2d2baf33

15:21:53 Shawn Thomas, Forestry Trust Division, DNRC
15:22:48 Vice Presiding Officer Willis Curdy

15:23:22 Shawn Thomas, DNRC

15:24:13 Vice Presiding Officer Willis Curdy

15:24:35 Mike Mershon

15:27:52 Bryce Christaens, Missoula Co.

15:28:53 Recessed
15:36:59 Reconvened

DIRECTOR’S REPORTS
15:37:42 Amanda Kaster, Director, Department of Natural Resources and Conservation
(DNRC)

EXHIBIT 5
15:54:23 Sonja Nowakowski, Director, Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ)
16:06:11 Presiding Officer Paul Fielder
16:10:04 Jim Keane
16:10:25 Dan Walsh, Air Mining Division Administrator, DEQ

Public Comment
16:11:23 None

Committee Questions / Discussion
16:11:34 Jim Keane

16:12:09 Sen. Pat Flowers

16:15:48 Dir. Amanda Kaster, DNRC
16:16:28 Sen. Pat Flowers

16:16:42 Vice Presiding Officer Willis Curdy
16:19:23 Wyatt Frampton, DNRC

16:20:17 Vice Presiding Officer Willis Curdy
16:22:19 Dir. Amanda Kaster, DNRC
16:23:48 Jim Keane

16:25:17 Dir. Amanda Kaster, DNRC
16:25:40 Wyatt Frampton, DNRC

16:27:11 Jim Keane

16:28:44 Wyatt Frampton, DNRC

16:28:56 Vice Presiding Officer Willis Curdy
16:29:43 Wyatt Frampton, DNRC

16:30:31 Vice Presiding Officer Willis Curdy
16:30:57 Rep. Joshua Seckinger


https://docs.legmt.gov/download-ticket?ticketId=745f4f39-a4f0-46f6-934b-199eb061bf09

16:33:19 Dir. Sonja Nowakowski

ADJOURNMENT
Adjournment: 16:34:32



