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Standardized Snow Water Equivalent by Basin (SNODAS) 3/24/26



Standardized Snow Water Equivalent – Smith River Basin 3/23/26



Standardized Snow Water Equivalent – South Fork Flathead Basin – 3/23/26



Maximum Temperature Departure from Average 12/21/25 – 3/22/26



Vapor Pressure Deficit– 12/21/25 – 3/22/26



Water Year Precipitation 10/1/25 - 3/22/26
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North Central MT

Havre – Precipitation  
10/1/25 – 3/23/26
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SPoRT Modeled Soil Moisture 3/19/26



NF Blackfoot River 10/1/25 – 3/23/26 
 



Montana Drought Impact Reporter







• 66% of Montana is currently in drought, 20% of that is severe to extreme due to low snowpack.

• Soil moisture is good to excellent across most of the state. Areas of concern appear in the 
southwest, north central and northeast regions.

• Streamflows may be reduced this summer due to low snowpack and reduced soil moisture. (Big 
Hole, Beaverhead, Ruby, Jefferson, Madison, Gallatin, Smith, Shields, Tongue and Powder 
standout.)

• Low levels in dugouts and stock water ponds could present challenges for livestock and wildlife.

• Conditions in northwest Montana appear better than we have seen since 2022.

• Statewide conditions are uncertain. High temperatures and low snowpack are cause for concern, 
but  good soil moisture and average to wetter than average precipitation over the last 6 months 
offer reason for optimism.

• Precipitation accumulation and temperatures over the next 8 to 10 weeks will likely determine 
conditions for the summer.

Key Takeaways:



Questions/Comments? 

Contact Information:
Michael Downey
mdowney2@mt.gov
406-444-9748

UMRB Drought Indicators Website 
//drought.climate.umt.edu


	Slide 1
	Slide 2
	Slide 3
	Slide 4: Snow Water Equivalent by Basin 3/23/26
	Slide 5: Snow Water Equivalent by Basin 3/23/26
	Slide 6: Standardized Snow Water Equivalent by Basin (SNODAS) 3/24/26
	Slide 7: Standardized Snow Water Equivalent – Smith River Basin 3/23/26
	Slide 8: Standardized Snow Water Equivalent – South Fork Flathead Basin – 3/23/26
	Slide 9: Maximum Temperature Departure from Average 12/21/25 – 3/22/26
	Slide 10: Vapor Pressure Deficit– 12/21/25 – 3/22/26
	Slide 11: Water Year Precipitation 10/1/25 - 3/22/26
	Slide 12: Water Year Precipitation 10/1/25 - 3/22/26
	Slide 13
	Slide 14: SPoRT Modeled Soil Moisture 3/19/26
	Slide 15: NF Blackfoot River 10/1/25 – 3/23/26   
	Slide 16
	Slide 17
	Slide 18
	Slide 19
	Slide 20

