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Rocky Mountain Front near Dupuyer, MT Photo: Michael Downey
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Snow Water Equivalent by Basin 3/23/26

Snow Water Equivalent

Percent NRCS 1991-2020 Median

March 23, 2026, end of day

v g

D

é Percent NRCS
1991-2020 Median

I = 150%

| I 130% to 149% [© &

K [ 110% to 129% [ #

| [ 90% to 109% i

f [ 70% to 89% =
[ 50% to 69% :

I < 50%

[ No basin value A H 0 _z i

Watershed Boundarieg

MONTANA

—— State Watersheds oy \

Political Boundaries

— State Boundaries " o ‘m r

‘\‘&: .Billings

72%*8,6"/:

h’hsour' LJ
Shkal

' 60%

102°.9al10%

7%
\J

tdabe £l

USDA Natural Resources.
—_ Conservation Service

United States Department of Agriculture

N R ——

Miles

A 0 20 40

80 120 160 200
Created 3-24-2026

DNRC




Snow Water Equivalent by Basin 3/23/26

Snow Water Equivalent Percent NRCS 1991-2020 Median March 23, 2026, end of day
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Standardized Snow Water Equivalent by Basin (SNODAS) 3/24/26
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Standardized Snow Water Equivalent — Smith River Basin 3/23/26
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Standardized Snow Water Equivalent — South Fork Flathead Basin — 3/23/26
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Maximum Temperature Departure from Average 12/21/25 —3/22/26

D 3 Maximum Temperature — Departure (°F) — 90 Days

MONTANA

DNRC

S




Vapor Pressure Deficit—12/21/25 - 3/22/26

3 VPD — Percentile — 90 Days
Ref. Period: Rolling 30-Year (1997-2026) | Data Valid: March 22, 2026
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Water Year Precipitation 10/1/25 - 3/22/26

D 3 Precipitation — Percent of Normal — Water Year poiiicag

Climate
ling 30-Year (1997-2026) | Data Valid: March 22, 2026 @mfice

Lethbridge*

MONTANA

DNRC
=

Precipitation — % of Normal

. IS ;
0 106 212




Water Year Precipitation 10/1/25 - 3/22/26

Water Year to Date Precipitation Percent NRCS 1991-2020 Median October 1, 2025 - March 23, 2026
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North Central MT

Havre — Precipitation
10/1/25-3/23/26

Havre — Precipitation
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Accumulated Precipitation - HAVRE AP ASOS, MT

Click and drag to zoom to a shorter time interval; green/black diamonds represent subsequent/missing values
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SPoRT Modeled Soil Moisture 3/19/26
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NF Blackfoot River 10/1/25-3/23/26
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Montana Drought Impact Reporter
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Montana Drought Impacts

. Additional Functionality (all years available)

@ Disclaimer

Reports since October 1, 2024 How Wet or Dry is it?

~
~

3/14/26: Madison County
The consistent and

pervasive dust storms are 'LIN(OLN 1
not done justice in the first @/ : | i

photo. Keiep in mind that FLATHEAD . PONDERA AL 5 A
normally we have some e [ rf
snow cover and or mud for ‘\\SAND[RJ’_ o3 %

e

i" I i { !
i j ‘E"N"HSHERlDAN
;
Eep of VALLEY ROOSEVELT
/)

e
ety

I
'J' Mildly Dry 7.69%
it

J e P #1 ~FRICHLANE <
F ¢ oy = MCCONE T ’

the last several months 200, ] p L =E
BAKE | | J 1 L

o ¥
during this time period of N e 1 :‘—.1 chuspETRouEUMJ_”}’A“ DAWSON;

the year. Where there is Uk MI§§O£J]A 2 LEWIS AN L.ARK]UD”H BAQIN_J_JI,/GARFIELD Ll i mé}A - «
H o S S — el

some soil moisture, the 8 _'] IRO_‘\QIEL»LL r\ MEAGHEB,, (,()L[)l N VAllLH-- PF}}AIRIE ',-_’

grass has begun to green ‘“'é_“‘(; ‘l\h ,__I ¢ | (!\——,L MUSSElLSHELL___BOSEBUD' i et Siniraly Diy

up, which is over a month i GRANHi}_ BROI\DW/\IFR T m—-' rFALL‘ON ko

earlier than normal. {‘ |l T PRSON}J—\—"“' o J’-'TREA,SURE 1 CUSTER L

R.

b
A5

Moderately Dry
7.69%

We received our first snow RAVALL nE| ER; w’b‘(,;.,_,-x.swsn GRASSYELLO\'NST,ONEL‘—,_L

’ accumulation of over 1 inch ,.{,/ SIWVERBOW ., sTll‘lWAlth| L-}...\
so far this winter last week. N % L. GALLATINPARK! [T s § S B A ICARTER] . »
It was a good shot of 3\ \@SON? 177 - ¢ARBON-— i_POWDER RIVER 4 HowSiatonbn ’
moisture, but has already | (. k / BIG HORN 1 }
returned to wind and
extremely dusty dry B .
conditions. Abnormal and ~ . 3/8/26 - Madison County
seemingly.constant high Description: Photo is of the lower foothill area
:/C'::jerfstzggoﬁ;:z(ﬁl:;eeks & of the Ruby Valley in March which would

- normally have snow cover most of the winter. It

term lack of moisture

continue to keep the area has looked like this for the entire winter so far
dry and very dusty. q Overview Map » other than the moisture we received two days
Experience: 20 or more ago.

years
Photo: Yes

Montan ry | National Droug University of Nebraska Powered by Esri

Number of Reports Number of Reports by Date
Since 10/1/2024

3/13/26: Judith Basin

County 60

Local to western Judith

basin county south of hwy

200

Experience: 20 or more

MONTANA years
Photo: No
3/12/26: Lewis and Clark 0
County

N There is hardly any snow in

the mountains. We have 0 AP T

40

‘ maybe received an inch of Oct 2025 Apr Jul Oct 2026
moisture this year
Huge area M , o N o PP . o o o o o o 2



Monthly Temperature Outlook

Valid: April 2026

A T— Issued: March 19, 2026
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Monthly Precipitation Outlook

Valid: April 2026
Issued: March 19, 2026
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NOAA/NWS/NCEP Climate Prediction Center

U' S' Seasonal Drought OUtIOOK Valid for March 19 - June 30, 2026
Drought Tendency During the Valid Period Released March 19, 2026

1 Depicts large-scale trends based

’ on subjectively derived probabilities
guided by short- and long-range
statistical and dynamical forecasts.
Use caution for applications that

can be affected by short lived events.
"Ongoing" drought areas are

based on the U.S. Drought Monitor
areas (intensities of D1 to D4).

NOTE: The tan areas imply at least
a 1-category improvement in the
Drought Monitor intensity levels by
the end of the period, although
drought will remain. The green
areas imply drought removal by the
end of the period (DO or none).
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Key Takeaways:
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66% of Montana is currently in drought, 20% of that is severe to extreme due to low snowpack.

Soil moisture is good to excellent across most of the state. Areas of concern appear in the
southwest, north central and northeast regions.

Streamflows may be reduced this summer due to low snowpack and reduced soil moisture. (Big
Hole, Beaverhead, Ruby, Jefferson, Madison, Gallatin, Smith, Shields, Tongue and Powder
standout.)

Low levels in dugouts and stock water ponds could present challenges for livestock and wildlife.
Conditions in northwest Montana appear better than we have seen since 2022.

Statewide conditions are uncertain. High temperatures and low snowpack are cause for concern,
but good soil moisture and average to wetter than average precipitation over the last 6 months

offer reason for optimism.

Precipitation accumulation and temperatures over the next 8 to 10 weeks will likely determine
conditions forthe summer.



7

M()Nmﬁ\ / drbéghtcllmate

S




	Slide 1
	Slide 2
	Slide 3
	Slide 4: Snow Water Equivalent by Basin 3/23/26
	Slide 5: Snow Water Equivalent by Basin 3/23/26
	Slide 6: Standardized Snow Water Equivalent by Basin (SNODAS) 3/24/26
	Slide 7: Standardized Snow Water Equivalent – Smith River Basin 3/23/26
	Slide 8: Standardized Snow Water Equivalent – South Fork Flathead Basin – 3/23/26
	Slide 9: Maximum Temperature Departure from Average 12/21/25 – 3/22/26
	Slide 10: Vapor Pressure Deficit– 12/21/25 – 3/22/26
	Slide 11: Water Year Precipitation 10/1/25 - 3/22/26
	Slide 12: Water Year Precipitation 10/1/25 - 3/22/26
	Slide 13
	Slide 14: SPoRT Modeled Soil Moisture 3/19/26
	Slide 15: NF Blackfoot River 10/1/25 – 3/23/26   
	Slide 16
	Slide 17
	Slide 18
	Slide 19
	Slide 20

