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HOUSE BILL NO. 269
INTRODUCED BY E. TILLEMAN, M. NIKOLAKAKOS, K. LOVE, G. OVERSTREET, E. BYRNE, R. GREGG

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: “AN ACT ELIMINATING THE ORGANIC COMMODITY ADVISORY

COUNCIL; REVISING THE STATE ORGANIC CERTIFICATION PROGRAM; PROVIDING RULEMAKING

AUTHORITY; AMENDING SECTION 80-11-601, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE

DATE.”

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:

Section 1. Section 80-11-601, MCA, is amended to read:

"80-11-601. Plan for establishment of state organic certification program --submission-by

governor-to-U.S-secretary-of-agriculture—-- administration by department. {(1)-Upon-petition-by-50%-or
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(1) There is a state organic certification program administered by the department of agriculture.

(2) The department may adopt rules as necessary to implement the program consistent with

organic regulations and trade laws of the United States and other markets.

(3) The department shall seek input from the organic industry on a regular basis as to the need of

the certification program.

(4) The department is not obligated to continue the program if it is not in compliance with statutory

budget requirements or if the private certifiers are providing full coverage of the state.

(5) A state organic certification program may not be construed to apply to organic producers,
processors, and handlers certified solely by other organic certification programs, whether public, private,
foreign, or domestic, nor may the state organic certification program prohibit those other certifying organizations
from certifying and collecting fees from organic producers, processors, handlers, or any other commercial entity

in Montana. Organic producers, processors, and handlers may be certified under both the state organic
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1 certification program and programs administered by other certifying organizations."

2 - END -
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