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1 HOUSE BILL NO. 352
2 INTRODUCED BY C. SCHOMER, D. LENZ
3

4  ABILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: “AN ACT GENERALLY REVISING LAWS RELATED TO THE MONTANA
5 CHILD SUPPORT GUIDELINES; REQURING-CERTAIN-EXPERHSE-FOR-STAFF-ESTABLISHING THE

6  GUIDELINES REVIEW OVERSIGHT COMMITTEE AND ASSOCIATED DUTIES OF THE COMMITTEE;

9  SECTION 40-5-209, MCA.”
10

11 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:

12
13 Section 1. Section 40-5-209, MCA, is amended to read:
14 "40-5-209. Child support guidelines -- periodic review -- GUIDELINES REVIEW COMMITTEE --

15  OVERSIGHT COMMITTEE --REPORTING REQUIREMENT. (1) The department shall adopt uniform child support

16  guidelines to be used to determine minimum child support amounts. In addition to giving notice and publicizing
17  the rules as provided in the Montana Administrative Procedure Act, the department shall give notice to the

18 supreme court, the district courts, and the state bar of Montana prior to adopting the guidelines.

19 (2) The guidelines must consider the factors set forth in 40-4-204(2) and 40-6-116(5).
20 (3) At least once every 4 years, the department shall:
21 (a) review the uniform child support guidelines employed to determine child support obligations to

22 ensure that their application results in the determination of appropriate child support award amounts; and

23 (B) PROVIDE FOR REVIEW OF THE GUIDELINES BY A CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANT AS NEEDED; AND

24 {b) (C) propose any appropriate modification to the legislature.
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18 (4) (A) THERE IS A GUIDELINES REVIEW COMMITTEE WITHIN THE DEPARTMENT.
19 (B) THE COMMITTEE SHALL:
20 ) MEET AT LEAST QUARTERLY; AND
21 () RESEARCH, DEVELOP, AND RECOMMEND PROPOSED POLICY CHANGES TO THE DEPARTMENT
22 REGARDING THE MONTANA CHILD SUPPORT GUIDELINES.
23 (5) (A) THE DEPARTMENT SHALL APPOINT MEMBERS TO THE COMMITTEE AND PROVIDE FOR ITS
24 ADMINISTRATION IN ACCORDANCE WITH APPLICABLE FEDERAL REGULATIONS AND GUIDELINES.
25 (B) THE DEPARTMENT SHALL ENSURE THAT THE COMMITTEE INCLUDES:
26 ) ONE MEMBER WITH EXPERTISE IN CHILD SUPPORT WHO IS NOT AN EMPLOYEE OF THE DEPARTMENT;
27  AND
28 () ONE MEMBER WITH LIVED EXPERIENCE RELATED TO CHILD SUPPORT.
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1 (6) THE PUBLIC MEMBERS OF THE COMMITTEE SHALL SERVE WITHOUT COMPENSATION BUT MAY BE

2 REIMBURSED AS PROVIDED IN 2-18-501 THROUGH 2-18-503, SUBJECT TO AVAILABLE FUNDING.

7 NEW SECTION. Section 2. Notification to tribal governments. The secretary of state shall send a

8 copy of [this act] to each federally recognized tribal government in Montana.

9 - END -
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